
Licensed Pilot 
Pilot School, exams
~250 hrs small craft 
experience

Certified Flight 
Instructor
$20 - $35 hourly
FAA Certified

1st Officer 
Regional Airline
$20 - $45 hourly
1500 hrs req., Type 
rating

FAA Inspector
$40 - $70 hourly
4-yr degree

1st Officer Legacy 
Airline
$70 - $120 hourly
5-10 years as 
regional Captain

Airport Management
$20 - $40 hourly
2-yr, 4-yr degree

Captain Legacy 
Airline
$125 - $250 hourly
5-10 years as 1st 
Officer Legacy

Astronaut
$45 - $70 hourly
Adv. Degree, 1000s 
hrs in Experimental 
Aircraft

Experimental Aircraft Pilot
Almost exclusively military

Military Pilot
$10 - $20 hourly 
enlisted

Captain Regional 
Airline
$35 - $70 hourly
3-5 years as regional 
1st officer

Aviation Career Ladder
Example Career Pathways
Career Progression Depends on Hours in Flight

Job Role
Details/Required Experience
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Aviation Tech
$15 - $40 hourly 
Prof. Cert.

Airline Management
$70 - $130 hourly
2-yr, 4-yr degree

Lead Aviation 
Mechanic
$25 - $60 hourly
2-yr degree, 

Aviation 
Mechanic
$20 - $40 hourly
2-yr degree


